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and solemn sentiments.   And if it cannot, that will be thought a grave
shortcoming of ours, as everyone will readily agree,
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419. THE SITUATION IN PERSIA

The Shah of Persia recently announced that a National Council would
be convened to save the country from insolvency. This almost bankrupt
condition to which Persia has been reduced is mainly due to the Shah's
own extravagance. The people of the country have been so very dis-
affected with the present regime that at the beginning of this year hundreds
of merchants and mullahs left Teheran and went abroad. The Shah
was alarmed and promised to convene an elected council of mullahs,
merchants and landlords; but the serious financial crisis that has arisen
cannot be so easily resolved. The present Shah MuzafFaruddin has brought
Persia to this sorry pass over a period of ten years. The country's entire
revenue is at his disposal. The former Shahs were able to accumulate
private fortunes, and the present Shah inherited some two million pounds.
It is estimated that not only all this private wealth but the country's
annual revenue of a million and a half pounds has been squandered. The
country is daily being thus impoverished. The main source of revenue is
the working classes. Immense wealth has been dissipated during the last
three or four years on visits to Europe and on pomp in the palace. Des-
cribing the straits in which Persia finds herself. The Rand Daily Mail of
Johannesburg says that we should be vigilant and ensure that Russia does
not exploit this crisis in Persia to her advantage, since no Englishman
will be happy to see Russia gaining a foothold in the neighbourhood of
India.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 25-8-1906

420. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY
JOHANNESBURG,
August 25, 1906
TO
THE HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
PRETORIA
SIR,
I have the honour, on behalf of the British Indian Association, to
enter its respectful protest against the Draft Asiatic Law Amendment
Ordinance published in the Government Gazette dated the 22nd instant.